USING CSS FOR LAYOUT

BACKGROUND: BOXES & DIVS

To use CSS for layout:

1. Identify areas on page (Header, footer, content, sidebar, etc.)
2. Use div tags for each area <div id="footer”> (Can nest div tags)

3. Use CSS to style divs - create an id selector for each

<p>This is the element content</p>
Understand box model -- Vertical margins collapse

Positioning

e Normal Document Flow Shick Wie phsrint conteot

e Absolute (top left of parent container is zero point)
e  Relative - nudge elements without breaking document flow

ABSOLUTE POSITIONING

margin

background

content

normal flow

#Box1{

width: 100px;
position:absolute;
left: 50px;
top: 200px;}

This is the element content

Box 1 uses absolute positioning. Top and left properties move it
down and to the right. Other elements react as if Box1 does not
exist, moving up to take its position in normal document flow,

Due to its new pasition, Box1 now overlaps Box 3. Any change in T h B M d I
Box1 content will be ignored by other elements on the page. e Ox O e
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INSERTING AND STYLING DIV TAGS

— ——— . — —— e ———p . —

To add a div tag in Dreamweaver, use the Insert Div Tag button in the Common
Insert panel.

“winsert Common  Layout | Forms

RE 4 EBEE -

Then specify the name of the id selector in the dialog box:

Insert Div Tag

divs.asp
Insert Div Tag

]
Insert: | Atinsertion point - C
8
Class: - E
ID:  boxi - E

Mew C55 Style

Click the New CSS Style button so

.
Dreamweaver will create the id selector CS5 Rule definition for #boxl

for you. Then you will see the dialog box o S
that allows you to set a background = B
‘I
color.
Flodk Background color: ! #00CCEa
E
Bs:der Background image: I:I HFFFFO0 _ ’ "
List T
Positioning Repeat:
Extensions
You can use other sections of the dialog Attachment:
box to style borders and more. Horizontal position:
Vertical position:
The Box section allows you to set
dimensions, padding, float, etc.
CSS Rule definition for #box1 (i
Category Box
Type
B d .
Sackgroun Width: 200 - Float: right =
.
Enrder HElght: - pixe|5 ClEEF: -
II;ist_ﬁ _ Padding Margin
ositioning
Extensions Same for all Same for all
Top: w | pinels Top: * | pixels
Right: pixels Right: pinels
Bottom: pixels Bottom: pixels
Left: pinels Left: pinels
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USING DREAMWEAVER CSS LAYOUTS

Select File -> New to see a list of CSS Layouts. Select which ever layout works for your needs.

Notice you can embed the styles (Add to Head) or create an external CSS file (Create New File).

e S ==
. e

Page Type: Layout:
|| T =) HTML <none:> - .
l_b Bagk R = HTML template 1 column elastic, centered I aa———
] % Library item 1 column elastic, centered, header and
r t? Blank Template = XSLT (Entire page) 1 column fixed, centered
= ¥SLT (Fragment) 1 column fixed, centered, header and 1
| % ActionScript 1 column liquid, centered
I = Page from Template =._.;. con 1 column liquid, centered, header and 1 b
fl - B mescret o ot et s header o |
— f r
I ﬂj Page from Sample G XM 2 column elastic, right sidebar
= ASP JavaSaript 2 column elastic, right sidebar, header
| ‘ Dther =-+:~ ASP VBScript 2 column fixed, left debar Two columns, all widths in pixels, with left
| t e 2 column fixed, Iﬁ: EaEbar, header an sidebar, header and footer.
3] . 2 column fixed, right sidebar £
t E ASP.NET VB 2 column fixed, right sidebar, header a
=£ ColdFusion 2 column hybrid, left sidebar
| T ColdFusion component 2 column hybrid, left sidebar, header a DocType: [XI—FI'ML 1.0 Transitional v]
" T JsP 2 column hybrid, right sidebar Layout CSS: [.ﬁ.dd — 'l
T PHP 2 column hybrid, right sidebar, header '
o 2 column liquigd, leftcidaber I Attach C5S file: &
"1 2 column liquid, left sidebar, header an
"~ — I 2 column liquid, right sidebar o
I [ Help ] [ Preferences... Get more content, .. [ Create ] [ Cancel

Be sure to SAVE your file right away.

Click inside a div and look at the quick tag selector at the bottom of the design window to see the id for the div. Notice that
container div surrounds the other divs.

Use the CSS panel to change attributes for the div.
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