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Choosing Colors

 Key idea:  Coordinate colors and  keep it 
simple

 Choose 2-3 harmonious colors with a 
few highlight colors

 Use bright colors sparingly to draw 
attention

 Color can affect emotion



Hexidecimal Codes

 In HTML, colors are represented by 6-
digit codes (R, G, & B each get 2 digits)

http://www.w3schools.com/html/html_colors.asp�


Browser-Safe color palette

 Used when most users had 8-bit (256 
color) monitors

 History

http://www.lynda.com/resources/webpalette.aspx�
http://www.lynda.com/resources/hexpalette/hue.html�


Color Scheme Designer
 colorschemedesigner.com shows harmonies 

on the color wheel & shows how your colors 
appear to color blind users

http://colorschemedesigner.com/�
http://colorschemedesigner.com/�


Finding color palettes

 Find an existing color scheme you like.
 Find a web site with colors you like
 ColorZilla is a Firefox Add-on that identifies a 

color you pick in the browser.
 Browse www.colorcombos.com/ or other 

palette sites

http://www.colorcombos.com/�




References

 Color Schemes - Mezzoblue blog
 HTML Colors – w3schools
 Browser-safe web palette - lynda.com
 Color Theory – worqx
 Different Methods for Choosing Color 

Schemes  – Vandelay Designs

 More color resources

http://mezzoblue.com/archives/2004/05/14/colour_schem/�
http://www.w3schools.com/html/html_colors.asp�
http://www.lynda.com/resources/webpalette.aspx�
http://www.worqx.com/color/index.htm�
http://vandelaydesign.com/blog/design-process/color-schemes/�
http://vandelaydesign.com/blog/design-process/color-schemes/�
http://www.delicious.com/jodi.reed/color�


Remember

 Keep it simple
 Choose a few harmonious colors with a 

few accent colors
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